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‘x Raffle * 
Need not be present to win 
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For Information: 
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The Iowa Numismatic Association Officers 


President 

David Stark 

Go are wlignndsc AIL utes Seetin testi ateteee 1219 26" St., Ames, IA 50010 
(515) 233-4637 dwstark@aol.com 









First Vice President 
Brian Sparks...1714 Paragon Avenue, Fort Dodge IA 50501 
(515) 570-6147 : bsparks1@hotmail.com 
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Second Vice President 

Chris Seuntjens 

SERN es We 3427 Merle Hay Road, Des Moines, IA 50310 
(515) 251-4031 chris@christophersjewelry.com 


e 


District Directors 


1. Ron Lashmiit................:0:0:000000537 East 4" Street, Tipton, [A 52772 
(563) 886-2399 renjll@yahoo.com 

1A. Clarence Mitchell.... 313 Cottage Grove, West Burlington, [A 52655 
(319) 752-6052 linda.mitchell@mchsi.com 

SIIOIG: WINE. ..ccekidcoteaemlaaie eee 1870 Asbury Rd., Dubuque, IA 
52001 (563) 582-6776 


Secretary/Treasurer 

Beverly Ashton 

615 Central Ave., Fort Dodge, IA 50501 
(515) 573-3033 


Immediate Past President 
pubic eidivenses 2761 Bever Ave. S. E., Cedar Rapids, [A 52403 
(319) 366-0552 drparr5 |@gmail.com 





3. Open 
82 Det. ROS ache coat 7079 189" St., Albia, [A 52531-8771 
(641) 932-2731 den72ny@gmail.com 
SSRI AS INOG  diecinsatescaotntn 615 Central Ave., Fort Dodge, Ia 50501 
(515) 573-3033 
Gon Metalic ty as i ecmaccctinns 900 28" Street, Spirit Lake, IA 51360 
(712) 330-3671 
Pid HELE UE ickdnutiancrcres P.O. Box 381. Glenwood, IA 51534 (402) 415-6841 
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Pa avo coin aided oad cavdnae tens Acakapunepacdtonmienied 115 Grandy Ave., 
Sioux City, Ia 51106 (712) 274-9195 jjcoinl @hormail.com 


EEO Oe ee ee (515) 232-1552 or Cell (515) 450-0678 
Ames, IA 50010 
PRIIOET SITY eee ee ee eee. Urbandale, [A 


ADVERTISING MANAGER 


Rite PCUNIE) LIS 0 scons coascrs von 3427 Merle Hay Rd., Des Moines, IA 50310 
(515) 251-4031 chris@christophersjewelry.com 

HISTORIAN 
PUIG SOIKS Sciacca. les: 1714 Paragon Avenue, Fort Dodge, IA 50501 


(515) 570-6149 bsparks1@hotmail.com 


LEGAL ADVISOR 
Open 
EDITOR: THE IOWA COLLECTOR 


MPN OM sas ccatuen pia cncs ci ogees zie tenies 7079 189" St., Albia, IA 52531-8771 
(641) 932-2731 den72ny@gmail.com 


From the Editor 


Would you like to see news of your club’s activities covered in The lowa 
Collector? The editor welcomes news of club happenings in the Jowa 
Numismatic Associations region. Send any information on your upcoming 
coin show, election of new officers and other club news and articles, 
prepared by club members, to the Editor. Include any photographs with 
your article, to make your story more interesting. 


Send to: Editor, The Iowa Collector 
7079 189" Street 
Albia, [A 52531-8771 
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David Stark ~ 





Have Fun with your Hobby! (Again) 

“The numismatist thinks of nothing but rare coins, muses on 

them, dreams of them. His enjoyment involves all species of pleasure and mental 
excitement. He is a sportsman, a gamester, an artist, a detective, a critic, an expert. 
He follows the scent of a rare coin as a hound does that of a rabbit, and is never 
satisfied till he has traced it to its burrow. The passions excited are ambition, hope, 
desire and envy, but never to any extent to be injurious.” 

The Numismatist (July 1890) 

With “extra” time on our hands the past few months, I hope some of you took time 
to re-ignite interests and review your collections and learned something new! I took 
time to review, update documentation, and photograph my main collection. Now 
I have everything at my fingertips (on my phone photos folders). What did you do 
while meetings and shows were cancelled? Like many businesses, we need to 
incorporate the adjustments we have made permanently. Take time to organize 
your library and collections. The zoom meeting format should continue even after 
in person meetings resume so at home members can still participate. More on line 
“shows” and sales sites should continue. Continue and expand on line 

research and readings (Newman Numismatic Portal). 

Show and Club Meetings are starting up again. The Ames Coin Club has been 
holding regular Zoom meetings which have been fun and informative. They will 
be holding live meetings again as soon as their meeting place opens and allows. 
The Fort Dodge Club has had several in person meetings, with auctions, doing a 
great job at social distancing and wearing masks. Good job! 

The INA Show is scheduled for October (see details in this issue). This years Show 
promises to be one of the best ever. In a different venue (but familiar to us old 
timers), slightly smaller, but will more than satisfy our pent up enthusiasm. There 
will be a “YN show” adjacent to the main bourse, for a real family atmosphere to 
spark that interest in coins and history in our young folks. So, come and enjoy the 
coins in hand again, catch up with fellow numismatists, and participate in talks and 
see the exhibits. We will be honoring CDC guidelines. Masks and hand sanitizer 
will be furnished and strongly recommended. We believe we can have a very safe 
and successful show. With the“new normal” safety measures: 

It’s time to enjoy our hobby, again! 


David Stark 
INA President 
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Beverly Ashton 






Hello from Fort Dodge. Wow! It feels like our world has been 
turned upside down. It really is hard to tell which side is up. 
When the Governor shut lowa down March 17 we wondered how long this would 
last and how soon we could get back to normal. I’m still not sure anyone knows 


when this will all end. 


Covid-19 struck fast on the metals market. First it dropped dramatically, with crazy 
premiums to go along with the lower prices. Now the prices have gone crazy, with 
the new premiums still in place. Just trying to keep up with the markets is our new 


normal. 


Chris Seuntjens has worked really hard to put together the INA Convention & Coin 
Show for this year. Right now we are set to have our show Oct. 10-11 at the Holiday 
Inn on Merle Hay in Des Moines. | always say see you at the show, but if your health 
keeps you at home, please take care of yourself and we will see you down the road. 
Be safe, stay healthy 

Beverly Ashton 


INA Secretary/Treasurer 


INA Board and Membership Meeting Dates 


The INA officers hold three board meetings each year and one open 
membership meeting. These meetings are held in conjunction with a coin 
show. The annual board meeting is held during the INA’s Annual Coin 
Show & Convention which is hosted by a different Coin Club each year. 
The INA’s officers board meeting is held the evening of the first day of 
the INA coin show and the open membership meeting is conducted on 
the morning of the second day of the INA coin show. 


Regular INA Board meetings: 


October 10, 2020 at Annual INA Show, Des Moines, Iowa 
October 11, 2020 Open membership meeting, Des Moines, lowa 
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Old Capitol Coin Club 


Coin Show 
& Coin Raffle 


Sunday December 13, 2020 
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 


Lots of 
Raffle 


Prizes Win a $5.00 Indian Head 
Gold Piece 
and 
2020 Silver Eagles 


The Bohemian (formerly Clarion Hotel) 
2525 North Dodge Street 
lowa City, IA 
exit 246 off of 180 
Open to the public with free admission 


Sponsored by Old Capitol Coin Club 


Contact: 
Alice Grimm (319) 331-8576 
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From The Editors desk _ 


Denny Ross 
Trust that you all are healthy and safe from this terrible 
COVID 19 Pandemic. 
Some things and events are beginning to open up. As of 
this writing the 82"° INA Annual Convention & coin Show is scheduled to 
go ahead in October on the 9", 10" and 11". The show is being held at a 
different location this year, the Holiday Inn on Merle Hay Road. Be sure 
and check the flyer in this issue of The Collector for the location and times. 
You want to be sure and attend the show and at least one, or both, of the 
two seminars that are being held on Saturday afternoon. 
Chris and the Des Moines Coin Club have worked tirelessly to get 
everything in order so that you have a safe and fun time at the show this 
year. 
Look forward to seeing many of you at he show. 





Dean Oakes 


Buying 
All US & Foreign Coins & Currency 
lowa Tokens & Scrip 
Interested in all lowa Numismatic Items 


Buy Gold & Silver 
COIN SHOP LOCATED AT 
315 1° STREET, IN [OWA CITY 
Hours: Monday - Friday 10am - Spm 
Ph. 319 338-1144 
P. O. Box 1456 
Iowa City, lowa 52244 
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Starting Balance 


Receipts 

INA % of Show 
Donation 

Dues 

Ads 

Interest 


Expenses 

ICTA Dues 
Returned Collectors 
Ottumwa Printing 
Mosaic Project 

US Treasury 


Outstanding N Plaque 


Stamps 
Envelopes 
Printer Toner 


Current Balances 
Checking 


Savings 
Cash 


INA Regular 
$2623.79 


905.90 

500.00 

340.00 

20.00 

91 
1,766.81 


200.00 

10.85 
935.43 
200.00 
1,145.00 
204.57 
165.00 

15.15 

106.99 
1,937.99 


2,452.61 





INA Bylaws 


The Bylaws can be viewed on the INA website: http://ina.anaclubs.org/ 
A white copy, of the bylaws, can be obtained by contacting INA 
Secretary Beverly Ashton, 615 Central Avenue, Fort Dodge, IA 50501 
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BEE PLOMGEESOD psc ccnavasvstpsnaceseeuncanne (319) 541-5679 tdrobby@yahoo.com 
Programs on - Seated Liberty series; 2 dime, dimes, quarters half 
dollars & seated dollars.. 


TS SR SRS Fe SES pee aie rane aE Re ler oe (319) 294-4377 
Programs on - Grading, Boy and Girl Scout merit badge programs 
Slabbing, The ‘Art of coin collecting’and general numismatic 
topics. 


SPOT Lope k UT ar PTLD jsaxasizi.,.seasvoedoas (319) 273-2276 thurman@uni.edu 
Program on “American Nickels 1866 to 2017 


BIS SE Ty oe Rip rele ee ne (319) 366-0552 drparr51@gmail.com 
Programs on - Foreign coins & World paper money. 


MRR ESE reac cescen prs cunhesodnpeaa dcedi (563) 852-3517 hilltopcoin@netins.net 
Programs on - Buying and selling coin collections. Slabbing. 


mE Ors OAT ge eae Aig 2098 cov ccwusaeiaaseskasevhee (319) 393-7052 sfeller@coe.edu 
Programs on - POW Scrip, WW II Concentration Camp money, Civil 
War money, The New Orleans mint, Ancient coins, and other topics. 


SHOW COORDINATOR 
AMIEL AGM SON ares. y coor tak Lat baftiokenacs (712) 274-9195 jjcoinl@hotmail.com 


MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR 


Chris Seuntjens............... (515) 251-4031 chris@christophersjewelry.com 
WEBMASTER 
TOR Gy See ae DeR eR apsy Px MOREE oe (319) 366-0552 drparS1@gmail.com 
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When and where Coin Clubs Meet 
Last Wednesday, Senior Citizens Center, 7:00 PM Kirk Nichols 
@ (515) 232-9222 


Burlington Fourth Tuesday, No meeting in Dec., Burlington Public 
Library, 210 Court St., 5:30 PM, Clarence Mitchell @ (319) 752-6052 


Cedar Rapids -- Third Wednesday, Rockwell Collins, lowa State Training 
Room, 5070 Rockwell Dr NE, 7:30 PM. Dean Parr (319) 366-0552 


Clarion - Fourth Thursday, Pizza Ranch on Main St, 7:00 PM, Boyd LaRue 
@ (515) 460-5681 or Bill Soesbe @ (515) 532-2155 


Decorah First Tuesday. V. F. W. Building basement , 104 State St 7:30 
PM, Dave Sanderson @ (563) 568-2371 


First Thursday, A& W-OKY DOKY, 1* & Locust St, 
Upstairs at 7:00 PM Neil Aitchison @ (563) 590-9623 


Des Moines -- First Tuesday, St. Marks Episcopal Church, 3120 E24", 7:00 
PM, Larry Carlberg @ (515) 480-7334 


Fort Dodge Second Thursday, ICCC East Campus, 7:00 PM, Sam 
Ashton @ (515)573-3033 


Glenwood Coin Club - Second Thursday, Glenwood Coin Shop, 13 North 
Vine Street, Suite 2, 7:00 PM, Tom Flynn (712) 527-4321 


Grinnell Second Monday, First Baptist Church, 925 East Street, 
Grinnel, [A 7:00 PM, George Fowler @ (641) 236-3549 


Hiawatha Fourth Wednesday (except June & July), Hiawatha Library 
150 W Willman St. (or the shop) 7:00 PM, Brian Fanton @ (319) 294-4377 


Keokuk Third Thursday every month. Lost Canvass Studio, 711 Main 
Street, Keokuk, lowa 6:00 PM, Tom Gardner @ (515) 292-9047 


Old Capitol (lowa City) Second Tuesday, Veteran’s Administration 
Hospital (Third floor cafeteria), Hwy 6, 7:00 PM Tom Robertson @ 
(319) 351-2512 


Oskaloosa --- Second Thursday each month, 103 High Avenue, 7:00 PM 
Clarence Mckee @ (641) 672-2763 
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Port City (Muscatine) - Fourth Tuesday, (no meetins June, July, August 
& Dec) Musco Lighting, 2107 Stewart Rd., Muscatine 7 PM, Jim Burr 
(563) 262-9313 


Quad City (Moline, IL) - Third Thursday, Calvary Lutheran Church, 
Avenue of the Cities and 29" St, 7:00 PM, Jeff Struve (309) 737-0206 


Siouxland (Sioux City) - First Tuesday, First United Methodist Church, 
1915 Nebraska Street, 7:00 PM. John Jackson @ (712) 274-9195 


Storm Lake - Second Tuesday, Chamber of Commerce Bldg., 119 West 
6'" Street, 7:00 PM, Russ Post @ (712) 284-2110 


Wadena - Third Thursday, Historical Center, West Union, IA, 7:30 PM 
Dr. James E. Ralls @ (319) 283-4440 


W aterloo/Cedar Falls - Second Tuesday, Waterloo Arts & Rec. Center, 
First & Commercial Streets, 6:30 PM, Dennis Bracken (319) 231-8385 





Dear I.N.A. Member 


The 2020 year is here. We encourage you to support the I.N.A. with your ad in 
The Collector. The rates are. 


Full Page $100.00 Half Page $60.00 
Quarter Page $30.00 


Ad rates for private shows will be prorated from the normal yearly advertising 
rates. 


Full page ads for INA Coin Clubs are $10.00. Non INA Coin Clubs are $25.00. 


There are 3 issues of our deluxe publication, with a 4" issue when needed. Anyone would 
be proud to have their ad in “The Collector”. We try to get articles and information for the 
good of our members. We encourage everyone to write an article concerning numismatic 
information which might help other collectors, especially our new members. 


Thank you for your sponsorship! 


Chris Seuntjens 
3427 Merle Hay Rd., 
Des Moines, IA 50310 


The Iowa Collector is published 3 times a year 
Publication dates: 
January, May, & September 
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2020 Coin Show Calendar 
Sept 20 - Monthly Collectors Coin Show - Hilton Gardens Inn,2702 Mid 
American Dr., Council Bluffs, [A (9-3) Ed Bishop (407( 720-3355 


Oct - 10-11 - INA’s 82"* Annual Convention & Coin Show- Holiday Inn 
4800 Merle Hay Rd, Des Moines, IA (9-5), (10-3) 
Chris Seuntjens (515) 988-3225 


Oct 18 - Tri-State-Coin Show -diamond Joe’s Casino,302 Bell Street, 
Dubuque, IA (9-4) Richard Hilard (563) 557-7210 


Oct 18 - Monthly Collectors Coin Show - Hilton Gardens Inn,2702 Mid 
American Dr., Council Bluffs, [A (9-3) Ed Bishop (407( 720-3355 


Nov 15 - Monthly Collectors Coin Show - Hilton Gardens Inn,2702 Mid 
American Dr., Council Bluffs, IA (9-3) Ed Bishop (407( 720-3355 


Dec 20 - Monthly Collectors Coin Show - Hilton Gardens Inn,2702 
Mid American Dr., Council Bluffs, IA (9-3) Ed Bishop (407( 720-3355 


82" 
INA Convention & Coin Show 


Oct 9, 10, 11 
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82" 
IOWA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATIONS 
CONVENTION & COIN SHOW 


Holiday Inn 
4800 Merle Hay Rd, Des Moines, Iowa 


Friday, October 9, 2020 
3 p.m. - 7 p.m. (Dealer set up and early birds 


Saturday, October 10, 2020 
7 a.m. - 9 a.m. (Dealer set up and early birds) 
9 a.m. - 5 p.m. Open to the public 
Free educational speakers Saturday afternoon 


Sunday, October 11, 2020 
INA breakfast 7:15 a.m. 
8:30 a.m. - 9 a.m. (Dealer set-up and early birds) 


9 a.m. - 3 p.m. Open to the public 


Masks are recommended 
but nor required. 
Check the INA website for 
last minute show changes 
www.ina.anaclubs.org 


CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Chris Seuntjens 


Christopher’s 


RARE COINS 


8761 Northpark Court 
Johnston, [A 50131 
515-251-4031 
chris@christophersjewelry.com 


Hosted by the Des Moines Coin Club 
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We respectfully request that those who attend the seminars wear safety 
masks. 





Scott Hansen 


Saturday October 10" 1:00 p.m. 

Topic: Money in Early Iowa (Coins, Currency and Exonumia) 

Scott picked up the numismatic “bug” in third grade, after attending a 
public library event on coin collecting for kids. By junior high, his 
collecting interest expanded to paper money. Scott enjoys collecting coins 
and currency of all types, but his main interest (for the past 35 years) are 
Iowa obsolete currency and U.S. Fractional Currency. He is a member of 
the INA, ANA, SPMC, and FCCB. Scott is currently President of the Ames 
Coin Club. 





Cody Regennetter 

Saturday October 10" 2 p.m. 

Tpoic: lowa National Bank notes. 

Cody’s interests in numismatics began when he was five when his family 
was tearing down an old barn on their farm. His grandpa found an 1853 
Large Cent in the dirt, gave it to Cody and he was hooked! Cody moved 
from collecting coins to currency over a decade ago. He collects lowa 
Nationals by Charter and Size and Chicago Small Size Nationals by 
Charter and Denomination. He also collects lowa Trade Tokens. Cody is 
co-creator of the Facebook group: National Bank Note Collectors which 
unites National collectors form all around the globe. 
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Over 30 Years 
Come see why we are 
Iowa’s Largest Coin & Stamp store 


Buying U.S & Foreign Coins 
U.S & Foreign Stamps 
Postcards - Antiques 
Jewelry - Gold - Silver 
Diamonds - Pocket Watches 
Full line of Stamp & Coin Supplies 


Will Travel for Holdings 


8190 Hickman Road 
Des Moines, lowa 50325 


Jerry & Devonne Koepp 


Member: ANA,ASDA,INA,CSNS,ISDA,MSDA,BBB,APS 
National New England Appraisers Association 


1-800-999-5964 
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AITCHISON 


“CENT & COINS” 
Buying & Selling 
U.S. & World Coins & Currency 
Tokens, Good for, Civil War BBC 
Transportation, Hard Times 
Saloon, Sutler, OPA, Gaming 
Medals, Fobs, Gold & Silver 


Neil Aitchison 
Asbury, lowa 52002 
(563) 590-9623 
Call After 6 p.m. 


Paul Chabot State Bank of Iowa 
Appraisals 


wy ay SOs * 
vA a, 2 
*Discreet Appraisals Available* a : aut? a 
‘> ay, ol (ollhe bovere 
i a) | 
| . . * . . 


U.S. & World Coins, ;' : 
Currency, Tokens, : 
Collections, Estates Wanted: Fora census: 
Need information on your 
issued notes, proofs, 
P.O. Box counterfeits, etc. 
485 Confidentiality assured. 
Brandon, Contact Jim Ehrhardt 
SD 57005 ra-sbil 859@uiowa.edu 


Phone: (605) 361-7558 Partially funded by the 
EPNNES 
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Fall Towa Token 
Collectors Meeting 


Saturday September 19, 2020 


Fall Tokens Collectors Meeting 
Address 
1727 53"° Street (Highway65) 
Mt. Auburn, Iowa 52313 
(4 miles west of Mt. Auburn) 
9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 


We will meet in a large 3000 sq. ft. farm building with 
plenty of room for social distancing. Face masks 
preferred. Food will include: Pulled pork, potato salad, 
baked beans, brownies/cookies, bottled water, and coffee. 
Cost: Free will offering. Restroom facilities are available 
inside the building, Guests and newcomers welcome. 


Bring your tokens and medals, 
to buy, sell, or trade 


Gary Henderson will be in attendance with 
information on his new lowa Town Medals Book. 


Questions?? 
Call Tom Robertson at 319- 541 or email tdrobby@yahoo.com 
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What was the name of the Philadelphia Mints mascot Bald Eagle? 
A. Robert C, Peter 
B. Steve D. George 


In what year did the mirror finish appear on the proof Lincoln Cent? 


A. 1909 C. 1936 
B. 1914 D 1942 
Answers to above inside back cover page 





Established in 1938 the Iowa Numismatic Association was formed as a 
non-profit organization to bring together and educate those persons 
interested in numismatics. To encourage those individuals entering into the 
field of numismatics to study the history of the world through the art of 
coin, currency, and exonumia collecting. To provide an educational forum 
for Iowa numismatists to share their interests and knowledge with 
prospective new collectors. 


United States 
& 

Canadian Coins 

Rare Coins Place your ad here 


1/4 Page 


$30.00 for 3 issues 


Sell. Trade 


(507) 346-1717 


Dji@sgwb.coop 





18 Fall & Winter 2020 


Quad City Coin 


Quality Coins & Currency Since 1978 


Buy - Sell -Trade 


U.S. & World Gold and Silver Coins * Gold and Silver Bullion 
Type Coins * Complete or Partial Coin Sets * 
U.S. Proof and Mint Sets * U.S. Silver & Gold Commemorative Coins 


IRS & Estate Appraisals 


FREE VERBAL APPRAISALS 
at our Bettendorf , Ia. Coin Shop 


Authorized PCGS, NGC, ICG, & PMG Dealer 
Life Member of ANA, CSNS, INA, NOW, ILNA, NSDR 


We Are Buying Old Paper Money 
National Banknotes - All States & All Towns. 


Confederate — Obsolete — Fractional — Foreign -Colonial — 
Please send insured for FAST CASH offers 


Phone 563-332-9189 or e-mail mike@qccoin.com 


2395 Tech Drive Suite #1 Open Tues. thru Fri. 10 to 5 
Bettendorf, la. 52722 Other days by appointment 


e< 
Y y 


EXITED RTATYS SOIT) 


ee 
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—_ 


| “The new way to showcase 


Showcases _ your products” 


¥ More Visibility 
¥ More Sales 


y 4 
SO 
Wy 
Zw 

a) 


Three Color 
Pad Options 


MORE 
PRODUCTS 


VISIT CCSHOWCASES.COM OR CALL 515-988-3225 
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Almost A Century of Proof Quarters 

by Mark Benvenuto 
The United States Mint has pounded out a veritable river of proof 
commemorative coins since what we call the modern proof program 
started back in 1982. Many of these proofs are more common than their 
uncirculated counterparts since people often had the choice of ordering 
the version they liked directly from the Mint. But the proof version of our 
circulating coinage has a history that goes back much farther. And while 
proofs have been sold in sets for decades, many of them have been broken 
out of those sets and become parts of collections as individual pieces. 
Almost always, this was not bad treatment of those coins on the part of 
collectors. No, in the earliest days the proofs were hardly packaged in the 
durable, permanent cases used now. And so, since proofs were sold in 
rather flimsy containers, it’s not difficult today to find them as singles, 
sometimes for rather attractive prices. Let’s focus on one attractive coin 
and see just how attractive those price tags might be. Let’s look at the 
proof Washington quarters. 
The true classics, 1936 — 1942 
The proof coinage program of the United States Mint produces millions 
of sets per year now, but back when proof set sales were conceived of, in 
1936, the numbers were tiny. In that inaugural year, as it were, the official 
total was only 3,837, and the total only rose to 21,123 in 
1942. As expected, with numbers this low, the expense for one of them 
can be rather high. Curiously, that 1936 comes in at about $1,250 for a 
PF-65 specimen. There’s probably not too much argument that this is an 
expensive quarter. But what makes that number curious is that the 1939 
and the 1940 proofs only ring up at about $200 each, while the 1941 and 
1942 proofs are listed in the major price lists as about $100 each, all of 
these in PF-65. Coins this rare at prices this low are definitely worth 
considering. The big challenge here is probably finding one. There can’t 
be this many proof examples of Mr. Washington’s fine face available, 
even at a big show, or in a well-stocked dealer’s inventory. 
The proofs revived, 1950 — 1964 
When the Mint got back into the business of striking some proofs, in 
1950, they went all in —at least when compared to what came before. That 
year the fine folks in Philadelphia (where proofs were struck at the time) 
minted 51,386 proof sets. By 1953 the total had climbed to 128,800, an 
important milestone. And by 1957 the total had risen into the seven figure 
zone, 1,247,952 proof sets. That too is a pretty important milestone. By 
just about any measure we can claim that proofs became common in 1957. 
It doesn’t take the most imaginative of folks to realize that as the number 
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of proof sets rose, the price tag for singles that had been broken out of 
them must have dropped. And indeed they did. The 1950 Washington 
quarter only runs about $50 in PF-65. If you want to aim for a higher piece, 
a real star for the collection, a PF-67 example lists as a $150 coin. That’s 
not too bad at all for a proof quarter that we still get to claim as scarce. If 
those two price tags are good news, the numbers for the 1953 and the 1957 
are even better. How about $50 for the former, and $25 for the latter, both 
as PF-67 examples? No matter what lens we peer through, those are 
excellent prices. Without calling for a spoiler alert, we’ll say that the cost 
for any of the years from 1958 — 1964 are even lower, since the number of 
proofs continued to rise, with only one minor dip in 1958. 

Base metal proofs, 1968 — 1992 

If the just-mentioned values for some handsome proofs weren’t impressive 
enough, well, how about checking out those for the years when proof 
coinage didn’t have any silver in it? In 1968 the number of proof sets was 
over three million (pretty much the same as the 1961 — 1964 stretch of 
time), and the amount of money we'll have to part with for a proof 
Washington — now with the ‘S’ mint mark — is a whopping $11 in a grade 
such as PF-67. Seriously. A coin at this amazing grade costs only about 
$11. Now, an interesting note about the proof quarters in these years is that 
the standard price listings now start to include grades such as PF-69DC, 
meaning proof-69 with a deep cameo finish. 

Yes, these will cost more, some of them much more, but by the mid 1970’s, 
even these prices drop to $20 - $30. If that doesn’t make us wake up and 
take note, it’s probably time to check for a pulse, as we may be dead. 
Modern proofs in classic silver, 1992 — nght now! 

It was 1992 that saw the first of what are now the modern proof sets with 
the classic silver composition in them for dimes, quarters, and half dollars. 
This gives us two possibilities for each year. And while the truly frugal 
collectors among us will claim that they want to stick with the base metal 
versions, the proof silver versions generally cost about $10 in a grade like 
PF-65, and $20 in that upper crust PF-69DC grade. Once again, amazing. 
If the twenty-five cent pieces sporting the father of our country have been 
off any of our radars, this might be a good time to wake up, take stock of 
just what is out there, and make it a numismatic quest to see just how many 
proof quarters we can put together. For just a few hundred dollars we can 
assemble several decades of these pieces as glittering gems. This can 


indeed be a fun challenge - good luck to those of us who undertake it! 
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The Tools of a Professional Coin Grader 

By Steve Feltner 
I was hired by PCGS as a professional vintage grader almost a decade ago. 
At the time, my only industry experience was working at some local coin 
shops and helping out at a few trade shows a year. I had taken several 
grading courses put on by the ANA, which is where my talent was first 
noticed. To say that I was both excited and nervous when I walked into the 
grading room on my first day would have been a major understatement. 
But, I had some experience in grading, and I was absolutely willing to learn 
from some of the best coin graders in the world. In this article, I hope to 
describe some of the proverbial tools that professional graders use to their 
advantage when determining the condition of your coins. 


Lighting: One of the most important considerations when grading coins is 
lighting. Investing in proper lighting can help avoid costly mistakes from 
being made. The best conditions for grading coins is a completely dark 
room with a single light source. The best lamps to use have a “bell” end 
that covers the lightbulb completely. This allows the light source to be 
manipulated without any light pollution to occur. The best bulbs to use for 
grading coins are 75- to 100-watt incandescent. My personal preference is 
75-watt, as it doesn’t burn quite as hot and isn’t as harsh on my eyes over 
long periods of time. 


Handling: Proper handling techniques are imperative to keeping your coins 
as original as possible. Our natural skin oils, sweat, and debris on our hands 
can have possible negative effects on the surfaces of coins. Many coins 
which have been mishandled in the past have fingerprints, spots, corrosion, 
and other issues. It is always good practice to wash your hands before 
inspecting coins. Any collectible coin should be handled with care and by 
the edge. Most coins do not require wearing gloves to handle. The possible 
exception to this would be in the case of high-grade vintage copper coins. 
Copper is more susceptible to the elements than silver or gold. When 
transferring a coin to another person, make sure that the coin is received by 
the edge. Alternatively, the coin may be placed on a clean surface like a felt 
pad or placed into a flip and handed over. Also, avoid leaving raw coins in 
open air allows dust particles or moisture to accumulate. Best practice is 
to house it in a flip then inside a clean, dry box. 


Magnification: Like a carpenter should have the correct tools for the 
job, so should a grader. 
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One of the most important tools for a grader is a loupe, or magnifying 
glass. Like anything else, and definitely the case for polished glass, you get 
what you pay for. Many less-expensive options can create bends and 
distortion around the edges. A good glass will have a consistent 
magnification and clarity from the center to the edge. The most common 
loupes found with graders and discerning collectors will be from 5X to 10X 
power. Anything higher than 10 will generally only be used for counterfeit 
detection, variety attribution, and numeric grade limiting problems. The 
proper way to use a loupe is to bring it all the way up to your eye, only a 
few millimeters away, then bring the coin up to the glass until it is in focus. 
The most common mistake with a loupe is using it at arms-length to view 
a coin. This doesn’t give the user a complete field of vision and clarity. 


Rotation: Proper rotation under a light source is imperative to seeing any 
imperfection that a coin may have. One of the most common mistakes 
when learning how to grade coins is to place the coin under a light, look at 
the coin, and immediately determine the condition. A coin should be 
rotated under the light freely. If a certain area of the coin is suspect, turn 
the coin to another angle and rotate it. For example, based on the design of 
Saint-Gaudens Double Eagles, cleaning wipes are easily hidden in the 
eagle’s wings. If the coin is viewed without rotating it 90 degrees, the 
cleaning can actually remain hidden. Another time that a coin should be 
completely rotated is assessing for full bands on Mercury Dimes. If rotated 
90 degrees, with the bands being viewed “up and down” from the viewer, 
it is easier to determine if they are full. Many issues, like PVC or other 
materials being added to the surfaces of coins, can be determined by 
holding the coin vertical to the light source. The added substances will 
often show by a color change and/or a dead spot of luster on the coin’s 
surface. 


Numismatic knowledge: One of the most important, and often overlooked, 
areas of grading is in having a solid foundation of numismatic knowledge. 
Understanding the different methods of manufacture, alloys used, and 
grade-limiting factors are vital for any experienced grader. It becomes 
common knowledge after some time of grading that 1926-S Buffalo 
Nickels are notoriously weakly struck when compared to 1926 
Phillies. As such, 1926-S specimens will not reach the same high grades 
(MS66 and above) that 1926 Phillies easily can. The same holds true for 
1925-S Peace Dollars, which is why the spread from MS64 to MS65 is so 


great. 


24 Fall & Winter 2020 


One of the starkest contrasts in regard to strike can be found on Pioneer 
Gold. The coins that were minted by private individuals, usually with gold 
discovered during the gold rush, generally show a lack of design detail that 
is commonly seen on most government issues. The coin that I have chosen 
to illustrate this difference is a beautifully preserved 1850 Moffat $5 that 
has been graded by PCGS as MS63. You can see the weakness in strike 
around Lady Liberty’s hair curls and also on the eagle’s feathers. Many 
novice numismatists would misinterpret this lack of detail as wear. 
However, when you look at the coin, there are no luster breaks on the high 
points or in the fields. Contrast this coin with a Philadelphia issue of the 
same year and same grade. The Philadelphia coin is razor sharp in strike, 
but they both carry the same numeric grade. This is where numismatic 
knowledge becomes a major factor in the grade of a coin. 





Whether you’re a novice grader or more experienced, following these 
simple tips can be beneficial in improving your accuracy. The 
fundamentals of grading are absolutely key and should be employed every 


time you pick up a coin. Printed with permission of PCGS 
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“ RIVER CITY 


es GOLD & SILVER EXCHANGE 
SINCE 1983 


Specializing in U.S. Gold 
Proof Type Coins 


Buy * Sell «Trade 


Top buyer of High 
Denomination Currency 
$500 - $1,000 - $5,000 $10,000 


316 South 4" Street 
La Crosse, WI 54601 


Al Louis 


Contact: 
608-782-7541 Store 
608-317-4499 Cell 
Email: AL@DJRCLLC.com 
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IOWA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 
I hereby make application for membership in the Iowa Numismatic 
Association, subject to the provisions of its Articles of Incorporation and 
By- laws. 
Send this application together with $15.00 for the current years dues. 
Young applicants dues are $5.00 per year until the age eighteen. 


Note: The I.N.A. year runs from January |" to January 1* 


Date 


Applicants Name (please print) 


City State Zip Code 
Mailing address 


E-mail address 


Phone # 
Date and Year of Birth 
Signature of Applicant 
Signature of Proposer I.N.A. or A.N.A. Number 
For use of Secretary/Treasurer 
NO. Date Received 
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Join the lowa Numismatic Association 


Membership 

Any person interested in numismatics, over 18 years of age, of good 
moral character may become a member upon recommendation of the 
membership committee. Dues are $15.00 per year. 


Object 

The object of this corporation shall be to; 

Encourage and promote the science of numismatics. 

Cultivate fraternal relationships among coin collectors and students. 
Foster the interest of youth in the subject. 

Encourage and assist new collectors. 

Stimulate and advance affiliations between our associations and kindred 
organizations in the United States and foreign countries. 

Acquire and disseminate numismatic knowledge. 

Generally represent numismatic interests throughout the State of Iowa. 


Junior members 

Any person between the ages of 0 and 18 years old and sponsored by a 
senior member may be considered for junior membership. Junior 
members may not hold office, but may vote for elective offices. Dues to 
be $5.00 per year. 


Officers 

Officers are elected every two years by membership vote, by mail ballot, 
and take office at the annual convention following election. Officers 
consist of 16 members, including the President, the First and Second 
Vice Presidents, the Secretary/Treasurer, the immediate Past-President, 
and |1 Directors. 


The annual membership meeting is held each year at the lowa 
Numismatic Associations Annual Convention held in the fall. 


The lowa Collector, the official bulletin, is published three times each 
year and sent to each member. The I.N.A., upon request, will help the 
heirs of any member in good standing find a qualified person or persons, 
in his area, to appraise an estate. 


For further information about the I.N.A. contact any member, director 
or officer. An application has been enclosed with this issue of The lowa 
Collector. To join fill it in and send it along with your check to: 


Beverly Ashton 
615 Central Avenue 
Fort Dodge, [A 50501 
(515) 573-3033 
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TRI-STATE COIN 
SHOW 


fang October 18, 2020 (fe 
gy 9:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m. < 


ea 


Diamond Joe 
Casino 
310 Bell Street 
Dubuque, lowa 


Tables Full Of Numismatic Treasures 
Coins and Supplies 


Register To Win Free Door Prizes 


Something For Everyone 


Food Available Admission $1.00 
Free Coffee/Soda Free Parking 


Bring A Friend 


Sponsored by: 
Key City Coin Club Of Dubuque 


For More Information: 
Richard Hillard (563) 557-7210 Show Chairman 
E-mail: rhillard1112 
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MARSHALL’S COIN SHOP 


THE PENNY MERCHANT 
Established 1958 


CELEBRATING OUR 
61°" ANNIVERSARY 


FREE Monthly Mailing List! 
We SELL everything Coin-related! 


Half-Cents to Gold, AG to Proof! 
A full line of Coin Collecting Supplies! 


WE NEED TO BUY!! 
COLLECTOR COINS, GOLD 
SILVER, PAPER MONEY 


Mc Kee Coin 


life ~S ‘q ~~ 
Pah? i : 2 








Buying Coin Collections 
Estates 


U.S. & Foreign Coins 


Gold and Silver 
Bullion 










(402) 645-3341 
116 WEST D Street 
Wymore, NE 68466 


www.virgmarshall.com 
BBB A+ Rating 





Clarence Mc Kee 
(641) 672-2763 
103 High Ave W. Box 11 
Oskaloosa, [A 52577 






Call for Educational Exhibits 

Tables and cases are reserved for Educational Exhibits 

Reserve your spot now. 

Spaces are available at the INA Annual Show in October 2020. 
Exhibits are a method of sharing your numismatic knowledge. The Tiger 
Cub Scout motto is a great creed for Numismatist as well 

Search, Discover, Share 

As collectors our joy comes from the “fun of the hunt”. Most of us stop 
after finding the perfect piece to fill that hole. Now is the time to go the 
next step and complete the motto: Share. 

Exhibiting will educate both you and fellow enthusiasts. Interest others in 
your area of expertise and brag about your coins! 

Reserve your space now. For application forms and rules. 

Contact: Dave Stark, Exhibit Chair dwstark@aol.com 

OR e-mail needed information: your name, Address, Phone number, 
e-mail, Exhibit Title, brief description of exhibit Number of cases needed. 
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American Coin 
& 
Currency 


Coins-Stamps-Silver-Gold 


X Buy . Sell . Appraise 
Coin & Stamp : in 


Jeff Eischen 


Buy - Sell - Appraisals Numismatist 


Hours: Wed - Fri 10 - 6 
Sat 10-4 
615 Central Avenue 
Fort Dodge, lowa 50501 


Bus (402) 393-2959 
(315) 573-3033 Cell (402) 960-5675 


Sam & Bev Ashton Email: jebco169aol.com 


American Coin 
P.O. Box 34067 
Omaha, NE 68134 


Buy - Sell - Trade CHESTER’S 
a igh\gein= COINS & GIFTS 
DONDI he eae 
ENTERPRISES 


RARE COINS Currency * Gold * Silver 
PRECIOUS METALS... 


Rare Coins 


Bought * Sold * Appraised 


or. Tue-Fri 11-5:30 Sat 1-4 
Dom Holz », Kirk Nichols 


Owner & Manager 


a 
: Dubuque, lowa — 
© (563) 583-6313 anytime 221 Main Street Ames, IA 50010 
"Call For Appointment Bus: (515) 232-9222 Fax ($15) 232-9222 
dondi3@aol.com E-Mail: kirk@chesterscoins.com 


www.chesterscoins.com 
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Eastern 4 
> Towa “© 
iwiey 7 Coin 


US & World Paper Money") | + Buy * Sell k Trade x 
Gold & Silver Bullion 


Supplies Rare Coins 
Gold - Silver - Bullion 
P. O. Box 628 


Richton, Il 60471 Adam Smejkal 


4950 Johson Ave NW 
Cedar Rapids, [A 52405 
319-396-0500 - 319-573-2157 


Jim & Joyce Paicz EasternlowaCoin.com 
Members: ILNA-ANA-NNL-INA 


(708) 670-3469 
(708) 670-3126 


* HALF CENTS thru SILVER DOLLARS * 
* MANY ERROR & TONED COINS * 
* PL * DMPL * MORGAN DOLLARS * 


BUY * SELL * TRADE 


641-751-5168 
dppp0609(@yahoo.com 





32 Fall & Winter 2020 


Sleepy Hollow 
Coins 


_. 
‘REIN Bene. 


” 


DEALER IN RARE COINS ce 


BUY - SELL - TRADE 
COLLECTOR COINS 
APPRAISALS 


ALBIA, IA 


641-932-2731 West Burlington, Iowa 


Din ny Ross ,INA, Occ Buying Collections of all Sizes 


a ae linda.mit he ll@mchsi.c 
Mar ian Walker AINA, OCC anaes? p greweee 


Coins Inc. 


Buying & Selling Rare Coins, Currency 
Collectibles, Scrap Gold & Bullion 
Specializing in Live internet & Floor Auctions 


213 East Main Street 


Ottumwa, Iowa 52501 (641) 684-6006 
http://mckeecoins.com E-mail: docowenm@yahoo.com 
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(( HRISTOPHER’S 


RARE COINS 


PROFESSIONAL DEALERS OF: 
RARE COINS - GOLD BULLION - SILVER BULLION 


DIAMONDS - COIN JEWELRY - ESTATE JEWELRY 


Celebrating 39 Years 


ESTATES WANTED - WILL TRAVEL 


Rare Coins & Currency 


yy 


A | 
- Al, al 
way 
7s 
~ ee 


Dy, 
pa 3 


Christophers Rare Goins 
8671 Northpark Court 
Johnston< [A 50131 


800-701-3123 515-251-4031 Fax 515-251-4032 
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S& SJ 
Coins 


John Jackson 


BUYING AND SELLING, COINS, CURRENCY 
STAMPS, POSTCARDS AND COLLECTIBLES 


PROMPT PAYMENT - CONFIDENTIAL 
APPRAISALS AVAILABLE, FINDERS FEE PAID 


ONE PIECE, COLLECTIONS, ESTATES 


1-800-397-9053 
1-712-274-9195 


J & J COIN J & J Coin 


901 S. CECELIA 709 LAKE AVENUE 
SIOUX CITY, [A 51106 STORM LAKE, IA 50588 
9-5 MONDAY - FRIDAY Tue - Sat9-5 


1 (800) 397-9053 1-712-732-0845 
J&J Coins 
438 Galvin Road 
Bellevue, NE 68005 
9-6 Mon - Thu, Fri 9 - 4 
(402) 734-1470 


www.coindealeronline.com email: jjcoinl@hotmail .com 
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The Story of Peter the Mint Eagle 


By Joshua McMorrow-Hernandez 


Many folks know Peter, the Mint Eagle to be the friendly avian mascot of 
the United States Mint. But perhaps far fewer people realize that Peter isn’t 
just a fictional, anthropomorphic bird. He was also once a live bald eagle 
who resided at the Philadelphia Mint. Peter was one of reportedly several 
bald eagles that still graced the skies of Philadelphia during the early years 
of the 19th century. Legend has it that, by day, Peter stalked the skies over 
the city and by night flew into the building through an open window and 
took up residence inside the facility. 


The mint employees, who named him “Peter,” loved him dearly and those 
living in the surrounding neighborhood did, too, including the many 
children on the block. The friendly eagle soon became the mint’s unofficial 
mascot. Peter’s time at the Philadelphia Mint lasted years, by most 
accounts six, and likely from around 1830 through 1836, though others 
suggest his stint at the mint may have occurred as late as the 1850s. 


While these — and other details about Peter — are largely unanswered in 
documentation the end of his life sadly and unequivocally came while he 
was perched on a flywheel that suddenly lurched into operation. Mint 
employees stopped the coin press immediately but unfortunately Peter’s 
wing was caught up in the apparatus. The staff did all they could to save 
their beloved Peter, but he succumbed to his injuries within a few days. He 
was mounted by an expert taxidermist and still resides at the United States 
Mint today 

continued on page 37. 
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Peter’s Legacy 

While Peter’s life came to an abrupt end, he continues serving the United 
States Mint in a variety of ways. Numismatic scholars believe he may 
have directly served as a model for the Gobrecht Dollar patterns designed 
by the titular Christian Gobrecht from 1836 through 1839. It is likely his 
effigy was also used by James Longacre to design the Flying Eagle Cents 
of 1856 through 1858. 


Peter’s likeness has been used by other engravers either formally or 
informally in designing a variety of other eagle motifs in the years since. 
However, Peter’s posthumous role at the United States Mint hasn’t just 
been that of resident model bald eagle. He has also long served as the 
mint’s gregarious mascot. A larger-than-life Peter often appears at 
various public events hosted or sponsored by the United States Mint — 
certainly much to the delight of children (and adults) of all ages. Peter 
also has a role on the United States Mint’s H.I.P. Pocket Change site 
designed especially for kids. 


Visit Peter 

Philadelphia has many sites dedicated to its pop-culture icons... One can 
run the “Rocky steps” in front of the Philadelphia Museum of Art as seen 
in the famous Rocky movie series — adjacent to the museum at 2600 
Benjamin Franklin Parkway is a large statue of the “Rocky” character as 
immortalized by actor Sylvester Stallone. Hope to visit the Liberty Bell? 
See the historic 2,080-pound cracked bell at Independence National 
Historical Park at 526 Market Street. And want a good Philly 
cheesesteak? Ooooh... There are heated opinions aplenty on who makes 
the best, so we dare not get that political in this article! 


But if you want to say hello to Peter, the Mint Eagle? You can do that at 
the Philadelphia Mint, located at 151 N. Independence Mall E. An entire 
display on the mezzanine floor is dedicated to the famous bald eagle. And 
it is there that Peter will be found, his wings outstretched, his beak 
slightly agape, his talons primed for action. Peter proudly flies on nearly 
200 years after his storied and colorful life at the United States Mint. 


Reprinted with permission of Heritage Auctions 
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IOWA GREAT 
LAKES COINS 


Fh Paying Strong Prices 
For 
Sets, Partial Sets 


Original Dollar Rolls, 
Silver & Gold Bullion 


Especially Interested In 
Early Type, Proof Type, Early Gold 


Arnolds Park, Okoboji, Spirit Lake 


Postcards & Memorabilia 


Don McCulloch 


900 28" Street 
Spirit Lake, [A 51360 
(712) 336-4618 
(712) 330-3671 cell 
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Capital City Coins & Bullion 


Serving lowa with Two Locations 


Buy ® Sell 


Gold *® Silver ® Platinum 
Jewelry 
Rare Coins *® Currency 


Safes * Ammunition 


Owner: Craig Betzer 


Hrs: Mon - Wed - Fri 9:30 - 6:00 
Tue - Thu - Sat 9:30 - 4:00 


7576 Hickman Rad. 
Windsor Heights, IA 50324 
(515) 276-9352 
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Ww 


”. 5. 100 Main Avenue fg? 
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THE MONTHLY COLLECTOR’S 
COIN SHOW 
2020) 


OUR 51" YEAR 


COINS & CURRENCY 
GOLD & SILVER 


Hilton Garden Inn 
2702 Mid America Dr. 


Council Bluffs, LA 
west side (back side) of 
Horseshoe Casino 


Show dates for 2020 
~ Sept 20 ~Oct 18 x Nov 15 *% Dec 20 x 


Hours 9:00am - 3:00pm 


>>>> FREE ADMISSION<<<<« 


Public Welcome Free Parking 
Tables Full of Treasures 


Buy - Sell - Trade 


For Information 
Please contact Ed Bishop before the show for 
possible cancellation due to COVID-19 updates. 
(402) 721-7364 or (402) 720-3355 
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Professional 
Petey 
Wesley ' 
L. 
Keele 


.\ Rare coins & Currency 
Buy - Sell 
P.O. Box 2275 
Sedalia, Missouri 65302 
. Phone: 660 0 221-3970/ 
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